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rested. For the Lords seemed to most people like 1882.
the impatient child, who pulls up a flower planted
a week before to see how it is growing. There
was, however, some risk that the operation of the
Land Act would be interrupted If Commissioners
were brought over from Ireland to be cross-
examined at Westminster, and that confidence in
the Act would be shaken. Mr. Gladstone there- Gladstone's
fore deemed it necessary to propose in the House Sutiin.
of Commons what was really a vote of censure on
the House of Lords, and three nights were spent in
debating It before it was carried by a majority of March 9.
68. The time, however,, was not altogether wasted.
For the Leaders of the Conservative party in the
Commons, who were of course acting with Lord
Salisbury, and with Lord Cairns, the Chairman of
the Committee, disclaimed any intention to inter-
fere with the working of the Act or with the
judicial authority of the Commissioners. It was
a case for compensation to landlords which
they really desired to get up, although the Irish
landowners had lost less rent by statute than the
English landowners had lost without one, and
though it was due to the Land Act that they were
getting any rent at all.

While the quarrel between the two Houses over
the Land Act was in progress, Mr. Forster paid a
visit to County Clare, reputed by the police the
worst in Ireland. The people admired his pluck
in coming, and received him with the natural
courtesy of the Irish race. He saw with his own
eyes the victim of a most savage and cruel murder,
who had been shot in the presence of his wife and
children and was slowly dying. His wife had
implored the wretches to spare him, and they had
answered by firing a gun so close to his leg that
the bone was shattered. Such a sight makes more
impression upon a kind-hearted man like Forster